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Documentary and Film producer and sales agent - Heather 
regularly attends all of the major documentary film festivals and 
film markets, networking day and night, boosting contacts and 
connections from her newly found home in Iceland.

Linda is fascinated by communication strength of films. She has 
experience within film production in Iceland be it for the local 
market or international.

A documentary film enthusiast and an eager film festival goer. 
Brynja has worked in TV and journalism in Iceland for more than 
six years.

A self-confessed computer graphics nörd, Michael has worked 
in the visual communication business for more than a decade 
with work ranging from graphic design for print to video post 
production.

Heather Millard
Festival Director

Linda Vilhjalmsdottír
Programmer

Brynja Dögg Friðriksdóttir
Press Officer

Michael Todd
Visual Director
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“It is our hope that this festival will be a springboard 
for Icelandic filmmaking. At this festival and its 
associated events, Icelandic filmmakers can receive 
inspiration and encouragement and the general 
public will experience the opportunity of witnessing a 
range of exceptional documentaries and short films.”

Hjalmtýr Heiðdal
Festival Founder

Kim Longinotto
Our Patron

Programme 6-9 May 2012, Bíó Paradís, Reykjavík

Festival Founder, Patron

Kim Longinotto studied camera and directing at National Film & 
Television School, England, where she made PRIDE OF PLACE, 
a critical look at her boarding school, and THEATRE GIRLS, 
documenting a hostel for homeless women.

Her first film in Japan was EAT THE KIMONO, about the 
controversial feminist performer Hanayagi Genshu;    HIDDEN 
FACES, the internationally acclaimed, documentary about 
Egyptian women followed;   and then  THE GOOD WIFE OF TOKYO  
which explores women, love and marriage in Japanese society.   
Throughout this time, she made a series of ten broadcast and 
non-broadcast videos on special needs issues, including TRAGIC 
BUT BRAVE for Channel 4.   With Jano Williams, Longinotto 
directed the audience pleaser DREAM GIRLS, a BBC-produced 
documentary of the spectacular Japanese musical theatre 
company, the Tararazuka revue;  and SHINJUKU BOYS, about three 
Tokyo women who live as men.   

Next, she made ROCK WIVES for Channel 4 about the wives and 
girlfriends of rock stars, followed by DIVORCE IRANIAN STYLE 
with Ziba Mir-Hosseini, set in a Family law court in Tehran about 
women and divorce in Iran.   She then made two short films for 
the BEST FRIENDS series on Channel 4: STEVE & DAVE - about 
two friends who work as a drag act and ROB & CHRIS about two 
homeless young men.   Then GAEA GIRLS about a young girl’s 
struggle to become a professional wrestler.   RUNAWAY  is set in a 
refuge for girls in Tehran.    Her film THE DAY I WILL NEVER FORGET, 
about young girls in Kenya challenging the tradition of female 
circumcision premiered domestically at Sundance in 2003.    Her 
next film SISTERS IN LAW, set in Kumba, Cameroon, premiered 
and won two prizes at Cannes.   

After that,  HOLD ME TIGHT, LET ME GO was set in an Oxford 
school for disturbed children.   The next film, Rough Aunties is 
about a group of brave women based in Durban, South Africa.   
PINK SARIS is her latest film. 

She is currently making another film set in India...

Docs & Film Festivals is the website for documentary & film 
festival enthusiasts. Subscribe to our posts about which docs to 
watch and film festivals to visit. We’ll soon be launching a free 
online magazine in English which will be emailed monthly to its 
subscribers.

Snoop-Around will be covering the Reykjavík Shorts&Docs 
with photography/video based interviews, blog posts and new 
insights on the festival. Our crew will be located in Bíó Paradís, so 
don’t hesitate to contact us.
Website: www.snoop-around.com

Website: www.docsandfilmfestivals.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/docsandfilmfestivals
Twitter: @DocsFestivals
www.about.me/docsandfilmfestivals
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Welcome

19:30 - 20:00 
UN Women drinks reception sponsored by Gordons Gin.
W.O.M.E.N in Iceland sponsored canapes.

20:00 - 22:00
Winning Icelandic Short Film - sponsored by GoPro, Iceland
Winning Newcomer Documentary Film - sponsored by Canon/Nýherji, Iceland

The Opening Night Event is a free event held at Bíó Paradís, please be sure to arrive early to be guaranteed a seat.

The Closing Night Event is a free event held at Bíó Paradís, please be sure to arrive early to be guaranteed a seat.

This is an invite only event, invites will be checked at the entrance

20:00 -22:00 
Festival Introduction followed by Opening Night Films:
Krass (Tómas H. Jóhannesson) 8’
Town of Runners  (Jerry Rothwell) -  90´

We welcome you to the 10th Reykjavík Shorts&Docs Festival

Opening Night
Sunday 6th May 2012

Closing Night
Wednesday 9th May 2012

Closing Night Party
Wednesday 9th May 2012, 22:00 - 00:00 hosted by Félag Kvikmyndagerðarmanna
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Reykjavik Shorts&Docs Festival is pleased to welcome the 
Internationally recognised winning director of Donor Unknown, 
Deep Water and Heavy Load who will be presenting a short 
masterclass about making feature-length documentaries in 
the current climate, focusing on his latest production Town of 
Runners screening at 18:00 Monday 6th May followed by a Q&A 
with Jerry.

Town of Runners is a feature-length documentary film about 
some young athletes from the town of Bekoji in Ethiopia. The 
film follows these athletes as they move from school track to 
national competition and through childhood to adulthood.  The 
story centres on a former sports teacher who has discovered 
and trained many of the world’s leading long distance runners, 
including Derartu Tulu and the Beijing double Olympic Gold 
Winners Tirunesh Dibaba and Keneisa Bekele, all who grew up 
in Bekoji.

Þorhallur Skúlason will introduce GoPro cameras, discussing the 
new cameras coming to the market soon and the capabilities 
of those on the market now.  Þorhallur will present a variety 
of videos filmed on GoPro cameras including 3D filming.  The 
GoPro stand will be at Bio Paradis and will be present from 
Monday 7th May to Wednesday 9th May available for any GoPro 
related questions as well as offering special discounts to festival 
attendees.

Film Screening of Sarabah courtesy of Women Make Movies.
Followed by a Panel Discussion hosted by UN Women focussing 
on Female Genital Mutilation and current trend of LabiaPlasti.

Film Screening of The Price of Sex courtesy of Women Make 
Movies. Followed by a Panel Discussion hosted by Stigamot 
focussing on the topical issue of trafficking.

Panelists will include, Silje Glimsdal from Trust Nordisk an 
International Sales agent specifically looking for New Nordic 
Titles from Short Films, Documentaries and Features,  Michael 
Auret of Spier Films, an International Sales Agency for 
documentary films and factual series, Financing and Production 
Company, Maya Jakubowicz from Women Make Movies, the US 
largest distributor of female orientated titles for both national 
distribution and worldwide sales, Marcin Luczaj from Short 
Waves, Poznan, Marcin is the festival director for Short Waves, a 
traveling film festival in Poland, looking for new Icelandic Short 
Films to take back to Poland to programme at the next festival, 
Tomasz Adamski representing Festival Zubroffka, Film Action 
Podlasie in Attack and Collective Podlasie Makes Me Happy. Our 
final panelist will be present via skype, Tom Vaughan from Future 
Shorts, Europes leading Short Film Distributor working with 
International Titles for International Distribution from television, 
cinema, DVD, Internet and Film Festivals.

Karolina Lidin in association with the Icelandic Film Centre will be 
joining us to present the Nordisk Film&TV Fond an event open to 
all but with special interest for Documentary Filmmakers from 
the Nordic Countries.  Documentary Filmmakers can pre-book 
one-to-one meetings with Karolina by contacting Ásdis at the 
Icelandic Film Centre. Places are limited and will be offered on a 
first come first served basis.

Karolina has more than 15 years of International experience 
within the field of short films and documentaries. She was 
head of development and promotion at the MEDIA Project for 
Creative Documentary, then producer for 3 years before joining 
the Danish Film Institute as Commissioning Editor (short films 
and documentaries) and later Head of Distribution & Marketing. 
2002-2007 Karolina was CEO for Film Kontakt Nord.

Reykjavik Shorts&Docs Festival welcomes the 2012 Patron of the 
festival, Kim Longinotto. One of the pre-eminent documentary 
filmmakers working today, Longinotto is renowned for creating 
extraordinary human portraits and tackling controversial topics 
including domestic violence and female genital mutilation with 
sensitivity and compassion. She has won numerous awards for 
her films at festivals worldwide, including the World Cinema Jury 
Prize in Documentary at Sundance and Special Jury Prize at the 
IDFA, BAFTA and the Cannes Prix art et Essai Award. 

Kim will be in Reykjavik to present a Retrospective of her work 
from her earliest film through to her latest film offering Q&As 
after certain titles.  On Monday 7th May at 14:30, Kim will take 
time out during her busy schedule to talk to a fellow filmmakers, 
students and the general public. Using clips, Kim will discuss the 
process, challenges, rewards and her evolution as a maker of 
observational films.

This year the Reykjavik Shorts&Docs Festival will be hosting a number of events...

We are very privileged to have many talented filmmakers and industry professionals joining us at the festival this year and some of them 
will be hosting and participating in various events.

Masterclass with Jerry Rothwell 
Monday 7th May, 13:00-1400 at Bíó Paradís

GoPro Introductory Workshop  
Monday 7th May, 14:30 at Bíó Paradís

UN Women Panel
Monday 7th May, 14:30 at Bíó Paradís

Stigamot Panel
Monday 7th May, 14:30 at Bíó Paradís

Industry Panel discussion:
“How to Distribute your film”
Monday 7th May, 14:30 at Bíó Paradís

Nordisk Film & TV Fond Introductory
Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís. One-to-One Meetings 
from Tuesday 8th May, 09:00 - 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Masterclass with Kim Longinotto
Monday 7th May, 14:30-15:30 at Bíó Paradís

Programme 6-9 May 2012, Bíó Paradís, Reykjavík

Scheduled Events
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Competitions

The winning film will receive 1 brand new GoPro HD Hero and a 
Festival Certificate.

The Icelandic Short Films will be judged on quality, originality 
and the experience of each filmmaker will obviously be taken 
into account.

The winning film will receive 1 brand new Canon 7D body only as 
well as a Festival Certificate.

The Best Newcomer Documentary will be judged on quality, 
originality, narrative structure and the appeal to an international 
audience.

The Reykjavik Shorts&Docs Festival has a variety of festival sections this year from Women in Film, Polish Section, Icelandic Short Films, 
International Short Films, International Documentary Films, International Short Documentary Films and Newcomer Documentary Films.

This year there will be a prize for the Best Icelandic Short Film and the Best Documentary Newcomer Film.

Both categories will be judged by a panel of judges selected by the festival.  The judges will comprise of International Industry Professionals 
as well as Industry Professionals in Iceland.

The winning films will be announced and screened again at the Closing Night of the festival from 20:00 on Wednesday 9th May.

Best Icelandic Short Film
Sponsored by GoPro, Iceland

Best Newcomer Documentary
Sponsored by Canon/Nýherji, Iceland
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Selected Short Films & Documentaries

Páll from Husafell is an eccentric Icelandic artist, sculpturist 
and instrument maker of stone marumba. He has held many 
exhibitions and we follow him in the beautiful landscape of 
Husafell. All around we can see magical sculptures of Giants, 
Gods and Land spirits crafted by his own hands.

Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Produced in Iceland
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

A Note to Páll 
2011 (Kristinn Örn Guðmundsson) 84’

Afterglow is the feature-length non-fiction film debut of 
director Ali Silverstein. A non-traditional documentary, the 
project began in 2008 in response to a life-altering event.  
Over the next year and a half, Silverstein recorded over 60 
hours of material culminating in the film, Afterglow.

Tuesday 8th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

Produced in Iceland/USA
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Afterglow
2011 (Ali Silverstein) 68’

Produced in Iceland
Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Produced in Denmark
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Ahmed is the oldest of five brothers. His family are refugees 
from the Russian/Chechen war and now lives on the outskirts 
of Oslo in Norway. Ahmed’s father is the undisputed head of 
the household, and talks continually of returning home. After 
living in Norway for 6 years, Ahmed has begun to feel that 
Norway and not Chechnya is home. In “Ahmed – almost 13”, 
Ahmed looks ahead to building a new life in Norway while his 
father strives to remind him of his Chechen roots. 

Sunday 6th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís

Ahmed - Almost 13
2011 (Ritchie Cavander-Cole) 38’

Under the light of the Autumn Sun, A young woman aimlessly 
wanders the streets of Reykjavik. She is obviously deeply 
disturbed. Piece by piece, the cause of her trouble is revealed and 
what she will do to make things right.

Monday 7th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Angel
2011 (Haraldur Sigurjónsson) 12’20’’

A tale of a Mother and daughter relationship, shadowed by 
alcohol, loneliness and a dislike of boys.

Monday 7th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Being Bradford Dillman
2011 (Emma Burch) 10’20’’

Produced in UK, Short Film
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Selected Short Films & Documentaries

In a surprising twist to the legacy of the Stolen Generation, 
an Aboriginal Elder re-buries his long-deceased uncle in 
‘country’. This is the story of one indigenous family’s search 
for reconnection - a generation after it was torn apart by an 
Australian government policy of forcibly removing Aboriginal 
children from their parents. 

It is really hard to tell the story about this kind of topic and 
say nothing about it in a pathetic way. Marcin Maziarzewski 
avoided these difficulties and presents Piotr in more 
tragicomic way. Piotr is a professional sound studio engineer 
whom suffers from Tourettes Syndrome.

Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Produced in Australia. International Short Documentary

Produced in Iceland
Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Bringing Uncle Home 
2011 (Grania Kelly) 26’

Bad Lyrics
2009 (Marcin Maziarzewski ) 25’

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

When Earth, a daydreaming, young woman, encounters Minerva, 
a fascinating, attractive woman in her forties, she is lead into 
a scary and yet exciting place, where borders between reality, 
imagination, memory and dream are blurred.
During this journey, Earth finds herself in unexpected 
circumstances, facing a strange problem to solve.

Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Bon Appétit
2011 (Helena Stefánsdóttir) 15’

The barren concrete landscape of contemporary Reykjavik 
contributes the setting for the short thriller which tells the story 
of Stefan, whose life is drifting into turmoil. When he senses an 
intruder in his home, panic quickly turns to grim determination as 
he arms himself for the inevitable confrontation.

Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Come to Harm
2012 (Börkur Sigþórsson) 18’

The Collateral Murder video that WikiLeaks released on April 5th. 
2010 showed the killing of a number of civilians in Baghdad in July 
2007. Two TV journalists, Kristinn Hrafnsson and Ingi R. Ingason 
traveled to Bagdad to investigate the event. 

It includes footage never seen before outside Iceland. 

Tuesday 8th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

Collateral Murder: Hellfire
2012 (Kristinn Hrafnsson, Ingi R. Ingason) 38’13”

Produced in Iceland. Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Produced in Iceland. Documentary

Part of the Short Waves Festival
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Which is more important for a teenager, being there for his best 
friend or following the girl of his dreams?

Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Dear Kaleb
2011 (Erlendur Sveinsson) 26’

Retrospective of Patron’s Work.

Produced in UK. International Documentary

Hilarious, tragic, stirring, this fly-on-the-wall look at several 
weeks in an Iranian divorce court provides a unique window 
into the intimate circumstances of Iranian women’s lives. 
Following Jamileh, whose husband beats her; Ziba, a 16-year-
old trying to divorce her 38-year-old husband; and Maryam, 
who is desperately fighting to gain custody of her daughters, 
this deadpan chronicle showcases the strength, ingenuity, and 
guile with which they confront biased laws, a Kafaka-esque 
administrative system, and their husbands’ and families’ rage 
to gain divorces. 

With the barest of commentary, acclaimed director Kim 
Longinotto turns her cameras on the court and lets it tell 
its own story. Dispelling images of Iran as a country of war, 
hostages, and “fatwas”, and Iranian women as passive victims 
of a terrible system, this film is a subtle, fascinating look 
at women’s lives in a country which is little known to most. 
Directed by Kim Longinotto and Ziba Mir-Hosseini, author of 
MARRIAGE ON TRIAL: A STUDY OF ISLAMIC FAMILY LAW.

JoEllen grew up in Pennsylvania with two mothers and a 
curiosity to know more about her anonymous donor father. 
When she discovers a unique online registry that connects 
donor-conceived children, she manages to track down a 
half-sister in New York. The New York Times picks up the 
story, and over time 12 more half-siblings emerge across 
the United States and the article also falls into the hands of 
Jeffrey Harrison. Back in the 1980s, he was a dancer struggling 
to survive, and he paid the rent by becoming a sperm donor 
at the California Cryobank. His profile as Donor 150 made 
him very popular, and his sperm donations were FedExed all 
across the United States. Donor Unknown follows the story of 
the meeting between Jeffrey, JoEllen and the other siblings, 
and the relationships that are developing in this uniquely 21st 
century family.

Sunday 6th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís
Monday 7th May, 20:00 at Hotel Marina

Monday 7th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

Divorce Iranian Style
2011 (Kim Longinotto, Ziba Mir-Hosseini) 80’

Donor Unknown
2010 (Jerry Rothwell) 78’

Produced in Poland. Part of the Short Waves Festival

An orderly boy, his birthday and prose of life: dust, dirty dishes, 
mess. A subtle story of friendship and obsessions.

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Everything in its place
2011 (Filip Lisowski) 11’

Produced in Iceland. Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Programme 6-9 May 2012, Bíó Paradís, Reykjavík

Selected Short Films & Documentaries
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GIBBLA is an experimental / dance film that is an updated 
approach to the mythology of the Nordic Fates: Urður (the past); 
Verðandi (the present) and Skuld (the future). The Fates rule the 
destiny of every person born and spin the threads of their fate at 
the foot of Yggdrasill, the tree of the world.

Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

GIBBLA
2011 (Þóra Hilmarsdottir) 10’

“This fascinating film follows the physically grueling and mentally 
exhausting training regime of several young wanna-be GAEA 
GIRLS, a group of Japanese women wrestlers. The idea of them 
may seem like a total oxymoron in a country where women are 
usually regarded as docile and subservient. However, in training 
and in the arena, the female wrestlers depicted in this film are 
just as violent as any member of the World Wrestling Federation, 
and the blood that’s drawn is very real indeed. One recruit, 
Takeuchi, endures ritual humiliation not seen on screen since the 
boot camp sequences of FULL METAL JACKET. ”
- Chicago Film Festival

Sunday 6th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

Retrospective of Patron’s Work.

Gaea Girls
2000 (Kim Longinotto, Jano Williams) 106’

Produced in Iceland
Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

A barren rock island off the coast of Peru. No soil, no water, 
but hundreds of thousands of birds. For a period of ten years, 
only two guards may live on Guañape Sur. In the eleventh year 
though, hundreds of workers arrive for the harvest of the birds’ 
excrement.

Wednesday 9th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Guañape Sur
2011 (János Richter) 23’

Hotel Stalker is the story of Markus, a young man brought up 
in his father’s hotel. Markus and his best friend Giminy have 
developed a fascination for the female guests of the hotel. He 
is shy and private by nature but at night when the guests are 
asleep he lives out his secret life. Markus and Giminy sneak into 
the rooms of women without their knowledge and while being 
asleep. They observe and absorb them as Markus hands them 
gifts of passion and whispers loving words in their ears creating 
a connection to their sub conscience. Everything is disrupted 
as Markus discovers the beautiful Stella and oversteps the 
boundary between observation and physical contact. When 
Stella wakes up it causes Markus’ illusion of reality to crack and 
he can no longer make out the difference between beauty and 
darkness.

Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís +Q&A

Produced in Denmark. Short Film

Hotel Stalker
2012 (Silje Nikoline Glimsdal) 30’

Produced in Italy
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

How do you meet in a big city? A dating service might be helpful... 
Several people of various age and sex share their missed 
opportunities for “something”.

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

I’m Looking for a Certain Person
2010 (Janusz Kojro) 4’

Produced in Poland. Part of the Short Waves Festival

Programme 6-9 May 2012, Bíó Paradís, Reykjavík

Selected Short Films & Documentaries
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A nine year old girl finds courage.

Could you prove the facts of your life? Without any identification 
or a scrap of tangible evidence, refugee claimant Emanuel can’t 
convince anyone of who he really is. Despite his detailed account 
of stowing away in the rudder of a massive cargo ship bound 
for Norway, officials there simply don’t buy his hard luck story 
of life back in Liberia. Now at the centre of an embarrassing 
bureaucratic scandal, he exists in complete limbo—a stateless 
stranger refused by multiple countries and confined to a 
deportation facility. Filmmaker Thomas Østbye skillfully 
composes the man’s perplexing condition, contrasting footage 
of his everyday activities with portrait-like shots that frame 
him, not as a person, but as society perceives him: an object 
for examination. Rashomon meets real life in this fascinating 
investigation of what constitutes truth and identity. 
- Myrocia Watamaniuk

Tuesday 8th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Wednesday 9th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

In A Heartbeat
2010 (Karolina Lewicka) 7’ 26”

Imagining Emanuel
2011 (Thomas A Østbye) 52’

Produced in Iceland. 
Entered for Short Film Competition

Produced in Norway
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Two old fishermen going to sea, in Hofsós, on the North coast of 
Iceland. Lifelong friends, Sigfús e Hjalti, united by fifty years of 
fishing in the North Sea, are a reference to each other. Although 
they are retired, they insist on going to sea, as they once did to 
earn their living. Now that fishing should only be leisure, they 
repeat the same acts and gestures, as if nothing ever changed, 
as if they were still working. What urges them going into water, 
carrying quintals of fish to the shore, and then cleaning it for 
days and days? Behind their stoutness in carrying along the job 
they did for their whole life, their difficulty is in accepting old 
age. In the end, this old age itself will force them to take off their 
fishermen overalls, those overalls that lifelong has imposed 
them a social masque of stubborn, taciturn men – according 
to tradition. The difficult acceptance of old age will be a step 
forward in their own life: learning how to understand their own 
fragility, in a bittersweet ironic mood, will be a way to face their 
own fading away.

Tuesday 8th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

I’m Not Such a Beautiful Landscape
2012 (Emiliano Monaco) 63’

Produced in Iceland/Italy
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Poles are said to be a nation of individualists. This documentary 
shows the consequences of the previous statement. The 
Cyganka street, where the film characters live, is the Poland of 
today in a nutshell, which includes the young and the old, the 
poor living opposite the wealthy ones. Everyone has a different 
story, all are locked in their own, little worlds, unable to build a 
local community. The observations of the film director, who is a 
foreigner, seem to suggest that Poles are separated from one 
another by some invisible border.

The documentary film Karla’s Arrival follows 19-year old mother 
Sujeylin Aguilar and baby Karla, who live as part of a group of kids 
in a small park in Managua (Nicaragua), as they struggle through 
the first year of the child’s life. Karla’s Arrival takes its audience 
on the intense personal journey of a young woman’s venture 
into motherhood under extreme circumstances. Narrated by 
the protagonist herself and told with gracious intimacy, the film 
offers a story full of hope, covering a universal issue we have not 
before been exposed to.

Wednesday 9th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Monday 7th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Invisible Border
2010 (Haukur M) 10’

Karla’s Arrival
2010 (Koen Suidgeest) 90’

Produced in Poland. International Short Documentary

Part of the Women in Film section

Programme 6-9 May 2012, Bíó Paradís, Reykjavík

Selected Short Films & Documentaries
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The tale is sometimes viewed as a cautionary tale that imparts 
a lesson about the hazards of wandering off and exploring 
unknown territory. The point about safety and shelter. Tatar 
points out that the tale is typically framed today as a discovery of 
what is ”just right”, but for earlier generations, it was a tale about 
an intruder who could not control herself when encountering the 
possessions of others.

Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Korriró
2011 (Björn Hlynur Haraldsson) 15’

Produced in Iceland 
Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Produced in Iceland 
Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

The short Film “Krass” is about a young man (Oli) who runs 
a carwash with his brother who is mentally impaired. Their 
workplace is a tranquil one, almost like a home. Oli likes to 
sing Karaoke and Keli enjoys writing his name (although 
he misspells it) in different colours.  Our story starts when 
a customer enters and asks Oli to wash a vintage car. This 
customer makes it quite clear that they need to take extra 
good care of this car and punctuates his point by being 
physically threatening before he leaves. Oli washes the car and 
everything seems to be going well until he notices that Keli has 
written his name on the car. At the same moment they hear the 
customer arriving...

Sunday 6th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís - Opening Short Film
Wednesday 9th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Krass
2011 (Tomas Johannesson) 27’

In a Kenyan slum, the Kung Fu Grannies are fighting back.

The film follows Rose, Jane, Mary and their fellow grannies on a 
liberating self-defence course, placed within a wider tapestry 
of Korogocho life; its laughter and its sadness; its children, and 
its men; searching for the deeper reasons behind its shocking 
violence. What unfolds is a powerful and challenging portrait 
of a community and its resilience, and a testament to the Kung 
Fu Grannies’ bravery and fighting spirit.

Sunday 6th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Kung Fu Grandma
2011(Jeong One Park) 27’

Produced in Denmark
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Talent can be found in the least expected of places... This film 
is a backstage look at a theatre, a portrait of the extraordinary 
Luiza Hert.

“I never met my father. All I know is that, once upon a time, he 
was a handsome man with a red beard and a big ship tattooed on 
his chest. One day, the police informed me he was dead. He had 
killed himself after 14 years in prison.” Controlling distance and 
emotion, Lea Glob has made a film which is an amazing tribute to 
her father and a universal story of how things are handed on.

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Luiza Hert
2011 (Aga Woszczyńska ) 9’

Meeting My Father Kasper TopHat
2011 (Lea Glob ) 28’

Produced in Poland. Part of the Short Waves Festival
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Produced in Iceland. Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Produced in UK
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Produced in UK/Columbia
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Produced in Sweden. International Documentary

Produced in Spain. International Short Documentary

A bus driver lets his mind drift during a cigarette break.

This film follows Dr Emily Lethbridge as she explores the 
centuries-old Sagas of Icelanders. We see how one particular 
saga has a continuing hold on local people’s imaginations, with 
Icelanders describing the characters as friends and talking of 
the ongoing pride they have in both the protagonists and the 
landscapes in which the sagas take place.

A Cambodian immigrant plays chess in the heart of New York 
with the hopes of finding a better position on the board of life.

Walking through Bogotá it would be hard to ignore the 
overwhelming presence of those who call its streets home. 
Thousands of young people make up this sub-group of society, 
a legacy of decades of political instability. This Film takes place 
in one of 26 houses set up by ‘the Institution for the Protection 
of Childhood and Adolescence’ (IDIPRON) located in the centre 
of Bogotá. ‘Saliendo Adelante’ explores the life of José who, now 
in his early 20’s, has lived on the streets since the age of 6. José 
is now attempting to change his life’s trajectory by taking part in 
the programme of social rehabilitation offered by the institution. 
Through the film we are also introduced to the work of Orlando, a 
teacher at the institution, and his efforts to offer those like José 
other ways of visualizing the world around them.

Four war-veterans, from different sides, step onto a boat at 
the mouth of the Kwando river, deep within the African interior. 
They are on a journey back to past battlefields, the sites where 
they as youngsters, tried to kill each other. But now, twenty 
years later, they’ve come together as former enemies, a new 
unit of desperate souls joined together not only by the common 
haunting of war trauma, but also by their need to understand, 
to reconcile, to forgive. As their boat churns upriver, through 
a changing landscape, our four veterans are introduced -first 
Marius, the white South African, forcefully recruited into the SADF 
and his quest to come to terms with nightmares of the enemy 
soldier he decapitated, then Samuel, the Angolan forcefully 
recruited into UNITA, tormented by the souls of 8000 women 
they burned accused of witchcraft. Patrick, Angolan forcefully 
recruited into MPLA, still sees in front of him the head of his best 
friend blown off after saving him from an exploding helicopter. 
Then the fourth, Mario the Bushman that are filled with guilt of 
betraying his own people, the outcast San people, squeezed 
between all sides of the war. Shot against a spectacular 
backdrop of African savannah, this is a film of unthinkable 
suffering, grotesque bestiality and meaningless violence, of 
disappointment, but most of all of hope. 

Wednesday 9th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís

Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Wednesday 9th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Tuesday 8th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís
Wednesday 9th May, 22:00 at Hotel Marina

Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Memories of Old Awake
2011 (Patrick Chadwick) 14’

On the Mainland
2011 (Hallur Örn Árnason) 3’ 23”

Moving Forward
2011 (Ben Cheetham) 28’

My Heart of Darkness
2010 (Staffan Julén, Marius van Niekerk) 93’

Odysseus’ Gambit
2011 (Alex Lora) 12’

A dramatic saga about two homeless friends. Outsiders from 
society. We follow them through one day in there lives.

Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Outsiders
2011 (Valgeir Gunnlaugsson) 10’

Produced in Iceland 
Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition
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“A girl’s life is cruel...A woman’s life is very cruel,” notes 
Sampat Pal, the complex protagonist at the center of PINK 
SARIS, internationally acclaimed director Kim Longinotto’s 
latest foray into the lives of extraordinary women (SISTERS 
IN LAW, DIVORCE IRANIAN STYLE, ROUGH AUNTIES). Sampat 
should know – like many others she was married as a young 
girl into a family which made her work hard and beat her 
often. But unusually, she fought back, leaving her in-laws and 
eventually becoming famous as a champion for beleaguered 
women throughout Uttar Pradesh, many of whom find 
their way to her doorstep. Like Rekha, a fourteen year old 
Untouchable, who is three months pregnant and homeless 
– unable to marry her unborn child’s father because of her 
low caste. Fifteen year old Renu’s husband from an arranged 
marriage has abandoned her, her father-in-law has been 
raping her and she’s threatening to throw herself under a train. 
Both young women, frightened and desperate, reach out for 
their only hope: Sampat Pal and her Gulabi Gang, Northern 
India’s women vigilantes in pink. 

PINK SARIS is an unflinching and often amusing look at these 
unlikely political activists and their charismatic leader.

In a small gathering in a Massachusetts town, 27 poets have 
come together for the first time to share their experiences as 
survivors of political atrocities. Academy-Award nominated 
director Katja Esson’s exquisitely made film highlights six of 
the poets, hearing their life stories in both poetry and prose. 
A thoughtful exploration of the resilience of the human spirit 
and importance of creative expression in our darkest hours.

Pink Saris
2010 (Kim Longinotto) 96’

Poetry of Resilience
2011 (Katja Esson) 40’

A short film about money. Marta and Johann, a retired couple, 
invest their life savings with banker Bjarni who has promised to 
double their money in a convoluted financial scheme. However, 
they lose it, and subsequently decide to pay a visit to Bjarni and 
take matters into their own hands.

Bohemian and calm, Paolo uses chimney sweep to feel alive. His 
alter ago is a crow he adopted, he found on his land. He turned 
his craft into an art way of living and his passion is reminiscent of 
a bygone era in Europe. His faithful top hat, which also bears the 
name of stove pipe hat, gives him dignity and brings everyone 
good luck. He pops it on his head “just like Batman putting on his 
suit, and goes for a mission”, he says. The hat serves him as a 
gateway to his world, making the character whole. The lyricism 
of the chimney sweep shines on the rooftops where he finds 
his inner balance, like a bird. In this film, life and death intertwine 
with childhood memories, thus bringing chimney sweeping to a 
spiritual level. An opus celebrating chimney sweeping!

Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Tuesday 8th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

Pension Gang
2011 (Páll Grímsson) 15’

Paolo-Chimney Sweep
2011 (Bruno Chouinard) 58’

Produced in Iceland. Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Produced in Canada.
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Retrospective of Patron’s Work

Part of the Women in Film section

Sunday 6th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís
Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Hotel Marina

An unprecedented and compelling inquiry, THE PRICE OF SEX 
sheds light on the underground criminal network of human 
trafficking and experiences of trafficked Eastern European 
women forced into prostitution abroad. Photojournalist Mimi 
Chakarova’s feature documentary caps years of painstaking, 
on-the-ground reporting that aired on Frontline (PBS) and 60 
Minutes (CBS) and earned her an Emmy nomination, Magnum 
photo agency’s Inge Morath Award, and a Webby for Internet 
excellence. 

Price of Sex
2011 (Mimi Chakarova) 73’

Wednesday 9th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís + Discussion Panel

Part of the Women in Film section
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A rarely seen classic, PRIDE OF PLACE was made as a first project 
while Longinotto was a student at England’s National School 
of Television and Film. As a teenager, the filmmaker had been 
condemned to a girls’ boarding school in an old, isolated castle 
in Buckinghamshire. Wisely, she ran away at the age of 17, and 
years later took the opportunity for sweet revenge. In this dark 
and expressive film, Longinotto exposes the repressive school 
from the students’ perspective—as a kind of miniature state 
with bizarre rules, indigestible food and absurd punishments. 
One year after the release of the film, the boarding school was 
closed down. With Pride of Place, Longinotto sets the tone for a 
long career of films in which individuals revolt against oppressive 
authorities and stifling traditions.

Sunday 6th May, 14:00 at Bíó Paradís

Pride of Place
1976 (Dorthea Gazidis, Kim Longinotto) 60’

Retrospective of Patron’s Work

A story about friendship and responsibility. It focuses on an 
instructive adventure of two lovable characters - bunny and 
the Wolf

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Rabbit’s Case
2009 (Jakub Wroński) 10’

Part of the Short Waves Festival

“RUNAWAY is a powerful and heart-breaking documentary about 
a group of young runaway girls who are taken to a women’s 
shelter in Tehran, Iran. The film focuses on the sufferings of 
young girls who struggle to free themselves from the tyrannical 
and abusive power of their families, mainly their fathers, 
brothers, and stepfathers. The sisterly feelings of the girls 
towards each other, their spiritual strength, their courage to 
rebel, and their wit are shown with a great degree of compassion 
and empathy in the film. The filmmakers have beautifully 
criticized the patriarchal system of family and the destructive 
power of male family members over the lives of their daughters 
and sisters. One can imagine that the issue of confinement and 
abuse goes beyond the issue of class when it comes to the 
problem of domestic violence and the desire to control women 
through anger, aggression and madness.” 
- Mehrnaz Saeed, Colombia College

Sunday 6th May, 14:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

Runaway
2001 (Kim Longinotto, Ziba Mir-Hosseini) 87’

Retrospective of Patron’s Work

Psychodrama in Easter scenery. Starring: her, him, and the third 
one... father. Tense, almost Chekhovian atmosphere and an 
obligatory rifle shot.

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Resurrection
2011 (Klara Kochańska) 20’

As the Icelandic economy collapses, Gudfinna (58) struggles to 
retain her dignity.

Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Revolution Reykjavík
2011 (Ísold Uggadóttir) 19’

Produced in Iceland. Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Part of the Short Waves Festival
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Rapper, singer and activist, Sister Fa is hero to young women 
in Senegal and an unstoppable force for social change. A 
childhood victim of female genital cutting (FGC), she decided 
to tackle the issue by starting a grassroots campaign, 
“Education Without Excision,” which uses her music and 
persuasive powers to end the practice. But until 2010 there’s 
one place she had never brought her message – back home 
to her own village of Thionck Essyl, where she fears rejection. 
Sarabah follows Sister Fa on this challenging journey, where 
she speaks out passionately to female elders and students 
alike, and stages a rousing concert that has the community on 
its feet. A portrait of an artist as activist, Sarabah shows the 
extraordinary resilience, passion and creativity of a woman 
who boldly challenges gender and cultural norms. It’s an 
inspiring story of courage, hope and change.

Monday 7th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís + Panel Discussion
Wednesday 9th May, 20:00 at Hotel Marina

Sarabah
2011 (Maria Luisa Gambale, Gloria Bremer) 60’

Part of the Women in Film section

Eiríkur, a divorced father of two children, meets a woman via 
the internet. After chatting online, they decide to meet at a café. 
He soon finds out that people don’t always paint an accurate 
picture of themselves online, and he quickly finds himself in an 
unwanted situation.

A young girl tries anything to get her father on the wagon.

Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Monday 7th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Screenshot
2011 (Björgvin Ottósson) 14’ 48”

Shirley
2011 (Eilífur Örn Þrastarson) 5’ 10”

Produced in Iceland 
Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Produced in Czech Republic. Short Film

From the makers of DREAM GIRLS, SHINJUKU BOYS introduces 
three onnabes who work as hosts at the New Marilyn Club in 
Tokyo. Onnabes are women who live as men and have girlfriends, 
although they don’t usually identify as lesbians. As the film 
follows them at home and on the job, all three talk frankly to the 
camera about their gender-bending lives, revealing their views 
about women, sex, transvestitism and lesbianism. Alternating 
with these illuminating interviews are fabulous sequences shot 
inside the Club, patronized almost exclusively by heterosexual 
women who have become disappointed with real men. This is 
a remarkable documentary about the complexity of female 
sexuality in Japan today.

Sunday 6th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Shinjuku Boys
1995 (Kim Longinotto, Jano Williamsi) 53’

Retrospective of Patron’s Work

Produced in UK
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

A decade since Sierra Leone’s devastating civil war, from the 
ashes rises a new dawn of creativity in audio-visual media. 
Inspired by Jean Rouch’s ‘shared anthropology’ and ‘ethno-
fiction’, Shooting Freetown follows three people forging their 
way in film and music in the nation’s capital, facing the constant 
struggles with vision and resourcefulness. 
By incorporating collaborative video projects, their stories give 
a fresh image of post-war Freetown - presented to the world 
through their own lens.

Wednesday 9th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís

Shooting Freetown
2011 (Kieran Hanson) 29’
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Retrospective of Patron’s Work

Winner of the Prix Art et Essai at the Cannes Film Festival 
and screened to acclaim at more than 120 festivals around 
the world, SISTERS IN LAW is the bestselling documentary 
from internationally renowned director Kim Longinotto, co-
directed by Florence Ayisi. 

In the little   Kumba, Cameroon, there have been no 
convictions in spousal abuse cases for 17 years. But two 
women determined to change their community are making 
progress that could change their country. This fascinating, 
often hilarious doc follows the work of State Prosecutor 
Vera Ngassa and Court President Beatrice Ntuba as they help 
women fight often-difficult cases of abuse, despite pressures 
from family and their community to remain silent. Six-year-
old Manka is covered in scars and has run away from an 
abusive aunt, Amina is seeking a divorce to put an end to brutal 
beatings by her husband, the pre-teen Sonita has daringly 
accused her neighbour of rape. 

With fierce compassion, the two feisty and progressive-
minded women dispense wisdom, wisecracks and justice in 
fair measure, handing down stiff sentences to those convicted. 
A cross between “Judge Judy” and “The No.1 Ladies’ Detective 
Agency,” SISTERS IN LAW has audiences cheering when justice 
is served.

Sisters in Law
1978 (Kim Longinotto, Florence Ayisi) 104’

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A
Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Hotel Marina

Produced in Iceland/France
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Produced in UK/Norway. International Documentary

Produced in UK .International Documentary

Tales of a Sea Cow describes how a team of scientists has 
achieved the first ever decoding of animal communication; for 
the first time in history, they translated the song of a marine 
mammal - the Steller’s sea cow-, a species, which was until 
now thought extinct since 1768, until its rediscovery in 2007, 
along the coasts of Greenland. 

In her teens Karen became a member of a left-wing activist 
group. Norwegian youth groups were at war and violent 
confrontations between anti-racists and the growing extreme 
right movement were frequent. During this time, Karen made a 
choice that has haunted her ever since. This is the filmmaker’s 
personal journey to confront her past, and a story about both 
left and right wing extremism.

Over ten years in Afghanistan, THE BOY MIR tracks cheeky, 
enthusiastic Mir from a childish eight to a fully-grown 
eighteen-year-old. This is a journey into early adulthood in one 
of the toughest places on earth and a journey that mirrors the 
vitally important story of Afghanistan.

Tuesday 8th May, 17:00 at Listasafn Reykjavík

Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Tuesday 8th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Tales of a Sea Cow
2012 (Etienne de France) 58’

The Betrayal
2011 (Karen Winther) 64’

The Boy Mir - 10 years in Afghanistan
2011 (Phil Grabsky) 90’

Using personal home video footage, this documentary follows 
how a young boy’s attempts to avoid a poor mark on a school 
assignment in 1990 - Sarajevo, may have contributed to a civil 
war.

Tuesday 8th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís

The Fuse - How I Burned Simon Bolivar
2011 (Igor Drljaca ) 9’

Produced in Bosnia & Herzegovina. 
International Short Documentary
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Dorota Jadczak in the 90‘s was a multiple european vice-
champion in bodybuilding. Then she became a coach of 
national team. Now she is still doing daily exercise. This film 
aims to explore perfection, stereotypes and femininity of a 
very photogenic woman. It wants to ask the audience if being a 
bodybuilder means losing femininity?

On his 35th birthday the unsuccessful Dan Dalrymple receives a 
ticket to a self-help seminar promising him riches and success. 
After attending the seminar Dan starts attracting money from 
everywhere but for some strange reason it seems to be at the 
expense of people dying around him.

El somriure amagat follows a 10-year-old Ethiopian child to 
construct a realistic tale about the values that flourish in a 
society formed by children.

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

The Strongwoman
2012 (Aleksander Pawluczuk ) 7’

The Magnet
2011 (Gunnar Tryggvason ) 13’ 20”

The Hidden Smile
2011 (Ventura Durall) 13’ Part of the Short Waves Festival

Produced in Czech Republic. Short Film

Produced in UK. Short Film

Produced in UK. International Short Documentary

Produced in Span. International Short Documentary

The Guga Hunters of Ness

In the remote Scottish Isles an ancient tradition continues.
Every August, ten men sail to a barren island to catch and kill two thousand young seabirds.

For the first time in 50 years they have allowed this hunt to be filmed.

Produced in Scotland
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

On a remote Scottish isle an ancient and secretive tradition 
continues. Ten men set sail on a unique adventure to hunt 
seabirds and bring the meat back to the community of Ness. 
The hunting of sea birds was outlawed in 1954 in the UK, but the 
community of Ness on the Isle of Lewis continues to be granted 
the only exemption under UK and EU law allowing them to hold 
the annual hunt. Every August ten men from Ness set sail for 
Sula Sgeir, a desolate island far out in the Atlantic. Following 
in the footsteps of countless generations, they leave their 
normal lives behind to journey through storms and high seas 
to reach the remote hunting ground on this unique adventure. 
The men live on the island for two exhausting weeks, sleeping 
in old stone bothies among ruins built by Celtic monks over a 
thousand years ago. They work ceaselessly, catching, killing 
and processing 2000 birds using traditional methods before 
returning home with this rare meat so cherished by the people 
of Ness. For fifty years the hunters kept their activities out of the 
public eye, refusing countless approaches from filmmakers. Mike 
Day managed to win their trust and has produced a unique and 
fascinating glimpse into this long hidden tradition.

Wednesday 9th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

The Guga Hunters of Ness
2011 (Mike Day) 60’

An ebayer discovers his new camera has hidden powers that 
could make him very rich.

Two women in their 60s take on the challenge of going out in 
a small, unstable boat together for the first time. Shot against 
the backdrop of London’s River Lea, it documents the women’s 
relationship and trust of one another.

Monday 7th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

The Money Shot
2011 (Graham Rathlin) 4’42’’

The Pair
2011 (Sasha Andrews) 7’

Produced in Finland. International Short Documentary

When a serious illness strikes you start to look at life from a 
new perspective. Do you even want to do the things you’ve been 
doing? When the healing begins your old life and values don’t 
seem yours anymore. Change is never too late.

Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

The Tunnel
2011 (Sakari Suuronen) 9’ 26”
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Produced in Canada
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Produced in UK/Brazil
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Capturing the melancholic absurdity and shifting nature of the 
modern day office, Three Walls traces the development of the 
office cubicle from its inception in the late 1960s to its current 
status as the dominant form of office furniture in North America.

The film follows two people in Brazil, both of whom are blind. 
One of them is being trained to become a professional ballerina, 
while the other is now teaching classical ballet. Part of a unique 
Brazilian dance company called ‘Fernanda Bianchini’, teaching 
visually impaired girls to become professional ballerinas.

Wednesday 9th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Wednesday 9th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Three Walls
2011 (Zaheed Mawani) 26’

Through Their Eyes
2011 (Tatiana Feres) 25’

In her final piece at film school, Longinotto and her partner take 
us into the “Theatre Girls Club” in Soho, London–a hostel for 
elderly and destitute women and the only shelter in London that 
would take in any woman at any time. The filmmakers lived in the 
hostel for more than two months, establishing an extraordinary 
level of trust with their “cast” —from the home’s feisty cook 
to an elderly resident who was a terminal alcoholic. In what will 
later be recognized as a signature style, Longinotto films without 
judgement and finds the humor and humanity in situations and 
characters that might otherwise be seen as tragic. This stunning 
film debut earned awards at several European festivals and 
screened to acclaim in the US and Asia.

Sunday 6th May, 14:00 at Bíó Paradís

Retrospective of Patron’s Work

Theatre Girls
1978 (Kim Longinotto, Claire Pollaki) 56’

Sausage, alcohol and disco-polo music... A trip to the polish 
countryside. Young boy comes to his aunt’s funeral and gets 
involved not only in the last rites but also... flirtation.

Sunday 6th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

Through Glass
2009 (Igor Chojna) 14’

Part of the Short Waves Festival

Part of the Women in Film Section
International Documentary

The film tells the story of two young girls, living in a rural town 
as they try to run their way to a different life. 

Narrated by their friend Biruk, it follows their highs and lows 
over three years as they try to become professional athletes. 
Through their struggle, the film gives a unique insight into the 
ambitions of young Ethiopians living between tradition and the 
modern world.

Sunday 6th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís - Opening Documentary
Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A
Wednesday 9th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís

Town of Runners
2011 (Jerry Rothwell) 90’
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A tribe of Norse warriors traipses across a barren land after 
battle. Their dying chief is to hand over power to his son when an 
army of a completely different kind descends upon them.

Abstract representation of the visuals that describe the country 
of India

Wednesday 9th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís Tuesday 8th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

Tumult
2011 (Johnny Barrington) 13’

Unearthed
2011 (Karan Vazirani) 3’

Produced in Scotland. International Documentary

Part of the Women in Film Section
International Documentary

Produced in India. International Short Documentary

In Japan, dead babies are commemorated in a mythological 
ritual and known as water children. Because they never had 
an opportunity to carry out good deeds, they are unable to 
cross the underworld river and are trapped in stone figurines 
on a riverbank. Filmmaker Aliona van der Horst followed the 
unconventional Japanese-Dutch pianist Tomoko Mukaiyama. 
There came a moment in the pianist’s life when she recognized 
that an end will come to her capacity to have children. 
Mukaiyama created a multimedia art project on the subject 
in a village in Japan. She made what she calls a cathedral, 
constructed out of 12,000 white silk dresses. She invites 
women to take a dress, wear it, stain it with menstrual blood 
(or, as she so poetically puts it, “moon blood”) and hang it back 
up. Female visitors to this fabric cathedral meet here to talk 
about issues surrounding fertility and infertility. Van der Horst 
tells the story from her own perspective. 

Monday 7th May, 22:00 at Bíó Paradís
Wednesday 9th May, 18:00 at Hotel Marina

Water Children
2011 (Aliona van der Horst) 75’

Simon is a miserable and poor journalist looking for success. He 
is an outcast in a successful family. One day he finds the scoop of 
his life. What he always thought was a family myth seems to be 
true. Suddenly he can rewrite the history of Sweden’s greatest 
museum piece. And also make a name for himself.  
This is a thrilling story of treasure hunters and dynamite.

Monday 7th May, 16:00 at Bíó Paradís

We Wanted to Blow Up the Vasa
2011 (Simon Moser & Idji Maciel) 29’38’

Produced in Iceland
Entered for Icelandic Short Film Competition

Produced in Sweden
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

There is nothing more amazing than the magic of nature.
To visit the charming places that scare us and to do the things 
that take us  out of our comfort zone.  To be somewhere, in the 
middle of nowhere,   where there is nothing to relate to and still 
feel we belong. 

Monday 7th May, 18:00 at Bíó Paradís

We Are Weather
2012 (Maria Kjartans) 4’ 50”
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Produced in Poland
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

Produced in Serbia
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

We will be happy One Day is a documentary film about Daniel, 
a young man from Lipiny - the poorest town in the southern 
Poland. Daniel wants out of the omnipresent misery. With 
a mobile phone camera in his hand he wanders round his 
neighborhood asking kids and grownups questions about their 
dreams. Are they going to come true, at least, for some? 
However, in the process of Daniel’s filming there emerges 
a hidden layer: the love between him and his charismatic 
grandmother. But will he ever manage to complete his film?

A Short Autobiography is a half-hour feature documentary film 
that, through the fates of different people, tries to illuminate the 
phenomenon of the YUGO car, a cute outsider of small capacities 
but big ambitions, in the period between 1980 and 2008, when 
it was manufactured. The film combines statements from 
authentic workers that were involved in the production of Yugo, 
archives, along with the reconstruction of different fragments 
from the Yugo’s history which portray him both as a family and a 
thug’s car, as a part of the great American Dream, or as a symbol 
of betrayed expectations. This film is a small ’commemorative’ 
review of the history of an automobile that for a long time 
symbolized, in a jocular and veritable way, sometimes even by 
accident, the times in which he was manufactured.

Sunday 6th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

Wednesday 9th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís

We Will Be Happy One Day
2011 (Pawel Wysoczanski) 40’

Yugo
2011 (Mina Djukic) 31’

Produced in Italy
Entered for Newcomer Documentary Competition

“Edges West” is a documentary in which uses the “edge” as a 
tool to observe and explain the process that leads people to 
build what they believe as true, real and possible - based on their 
beliefs. A reflection on vision itself starting from what one didn’t 
see and at the same time other considered real and obvious. This 
concept is the ground on which the director worked to develop 
this documentary.

Tuesday 8th May, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís + Q&A

West Edges
2012 (Luca Di Meo) 21’

Programme 6-9 May 2012, Bíó Paradís, Reykjavík
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Reykjavík Shorts&Docs Festival On the Road
Sindrabær, Höfn í Hornafirði 12th May 2012

ON THE ROAD!
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Icelandair Hotel (Reykjavík Marina)

Listasafn Reykjavík

Programme 6-9 May 2012, Bíó Paradís, Reykjavík

Maps

Bíó Paradís
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And our festival home:

wishes to thank all our generous sponsors and collaborators:


